
Read, detach, sign, and then return this page to Ms. Ridinger (B217) by Friday, May 24, 2019 to 
confirm you understand your procedural AP Lang. responsibilities. 
 
You will be requested to B217 on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 during ARC for a summer assignment 
Q&A session. Current AP students will be there to share their wisdom and insight with you. 
 
Student’s Name:  ____________________________________ 
 

 
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT CONFIRMATION 
 
 My signature below indicates that I understand that by enrolling in an AP course at Gettysburg 
Area High School, I am making a commitment to a specific academic community. Course plans are 
made based on my enrollment. As a student taking a college-level course, I am responsible for making 
sure I understand my summer assignment before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. If I have a 
concern about taking the course, I should first communicate with Ms. Ridinger to see whether there are 
resources or other forms of support that could assuage my concerns. As such, course drops will not be 
approved without unforeseen, extenuating circumstances per school policy. If I do not complete the 
required summer reading and hand in the written assignments by the first day of the 2019-2020 school 
year, I will face a significant grade penalty for the first assignment of the course. An incomplete 
summer assignment is not a valid reason for course changes. 
 My signature also confirms that I understand that I am required to pay the fee of approximately 
$95 per course—although money is available through the Counseling Center if this is a financial 
hardship. I also understand that I am required to take the Advanced Placement exam on Wednesday, 
May 13, 2020, and that if I do not take the exam, I will forfeit the added grade weight that 
accompanies this course.  
 Please sign below and return this form to Ms. Ridinger in room B217 by Friday, May 24, 2019.  
 
 
________________________________________     
Student’s Name (printed) 
 
________________________________________     
Signature of student 
 
_____________________________@gasd-pa.org 
Student’s Gettysburg Gmail address (legibly printed) 
 
 
 
________________________________________     
Signature of parent or guardian 

 
 
 

RETURN THIS PAGE – KEEP THE REST OF THE PACKET.  
 
 



Dear Future AP Lang. Student, 
 
 You have indicated that you wish to be part of an AP English Language and Composition 
class for the 2019-2020 school year. This is a demanding course to prepare you to take the Advanced 
Placement English Language and Composition exam next spring. The cost of each AP exam is 
approximately $95, and students must pay that amount. Attached (above) is a form which must be 
signed by you and your parents indicating that you agree to the school policy that all students enrolled 
in the class must pay for and take the AP exam as part of the requirements for receiving full credit for 
the course. If a student does not fulfill the course requirements by taking the AP test, the added grade 
weight that accompanies each course will be removed from the student’s grade point average.  
 In terms of course content, AP Lang. is primarily a writing course that involves numerous 
formal and informal writing assignments. However, perhaps even more importantly, AP Lang. is a 
course that demands unique, critical thought on everything from photography to the ethics of eating 
lobster. One of the best things you can do to prepare for AP Lang. is to think about your experience as 
a human being and about the prominent issues of your culture, time, and place. As such, writing and 
thinking will dominant our course of study, next spring. The course is organized through several 
important elements of composition—author, audience, style, and framing—in connection with 
evaluative frameworks that motivate argument, including analysis of practical, ethical, aesthetic, and 
voice. 
 At its core, AP Lang. is a class that focuses on nonfiction and rhetorical analysis, rather than 
fiction and literary analysis, which has been the focus of your previous English classes. As a result, I 
recommend approaching AP Lang. as an entirely new area of English studies. Consider the circuitous 
relationship between Biology and Chemistry: each has its own principles, terminology, and academic 
processes, and although both are science classes, these courses are still different subjects. Similarly, 
rhetoric is its own subject within the study of English. Since AP Lang. will compel you to approach 
English differently than in past courses, it is essential that you get a basic handle on rhetoric. 
 As an introduction to rhetoric, attached is a list of required and suggested texts and assignments 
to prepare you for AP Lang. Read the instructions carefully and soon. Ideally, you should make sure 
you understand the assignment expectations before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. See Ms. 
Ridinger in room B217 with questions or send an email to kridinger@gasd-pa.org.  
 The assignment is due no later than the first day of the school year:  Wednesday, August 
21, 2019. Print all assignments, and turn them in to Ms. Ridinger in room B217 personally on the first 
day of the school year—not the first day of the spring semester. Digital assignment submissions will 
not be accepted. Failure to submit your assignments in person on the first day of school will result in 
an automatic 50% penalty to your initial course grades. New and used copies of the assigned and 
recommended texts are available online at www.amazon.com and most can also be attained through 
the Adams County Library. 
 The next two pages describe the assignment in detail. For additional help or clarification, 
you can visit this folder on Google Drive: https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta. This folder includes a 
rubric for both parts of the summer assignment as well as annotation directions and a sample 
annotated article. 
 If you have any questions, please email Ms. Ridinger directly at the address below. Enjoy your 
summer, and take advantage of this time to read and think in preparation for AP Lang. 
  
          
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Ridinger  
kridinger@gasd-pa.org 

mailto:kridinger@gasd-pa.org
http://www.amazon.com/
https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta
mailto:kridinger@gasd-pa.org


AP English Language and Composition  
 

Summer Assignment: 2019-2020 
 

ASSIGNMENT DUE: the first day of school, Wednesday, August 21, 2019. 
 

REQUIRED READING: 
1. Words Like Loaded Pistols: Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama by Sam Leith, IBSN: 0465096190 

(nonfiction) *required 
2. All articles from your selected columnist from June to August 2019 (see below) *required 

 

RECOMMENDED READING: 
As AP English Language and Composition is predominantly a writing course, it is recommended that you read 
at least one of the following books on writing: 

• Performing Prose: The Study and Practice of Style in Composition by Chris Holcomb and M. Jimmie 
Killingsworth, IBSN: 978-0809329533 

• Thank You For Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of 
Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs, IBSN: 9780804189934 

• The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White, IBSN: 9780205309023 (nonfiction) 
 

RECOMMENDED LISTENING: 
You should also learn about a variety of subjects and current issues. Although many quality podcasts are 
accessible for free through apps like Stitcher, these would be especially useful for AP Lang.: 

• In This American Life, Ira Glass compiles diverse stories related to specific themes. 
• Hidden Brain is an NPR podcast in which host, Shankar Vedantam, uses science and storytelling to 

reveal the unconscious patterns that drive human behavior. 
• Revisionist History is Malcolm Gladwell’s journey through the overlooked and misunderstood. 
• In Philosophize This, Stephen West delivers a philosophy overview from ancient Greece to the present. 
• Serial focuses on issues of the criminal justice system represented through a single story. 

 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:  
1. Read Words Like Loaded Pistols: Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama by Sam Leith. As you read, take 

notes; this work will be crucial in January, several months later. There will be a test on the material in 
the book early in the semester. You are expected to remember and understand the contents of the 
book. The material will not be reviewed in class.  

2. Adopt a columnist for the summer to acquaint yourself with the world of nonfiction and rhetorical 
analysis. Choose one of the major editorial columnists on the following list. (C indicates conservative-
leaning; L indicates liberal-leaning):

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

→ You will read every article this columnist writes this summer, and there will be an assignment that tests 
your understanding of this columnist’s style in the beginning of the course. Once you’ve read all of your 
authors articles, print and annotate four of your choice (ones where you actually see things to analyze).  

→ Write a rhetorical précis (prey-see) and clearly identify three of the rhetorical strategies discussed in 
Words Like Loaded Pistols that appear in each of the four articles you selected. Focus on the terms 
listed on the WLLP Test Study Guide. On the next page, you will find précis directions. 

Nicholas Kristof (New York Times, L) 
Paul Krugman (New York Times, L) 
Ruth Marcus (Washington Post, L) 
Andrew McCarthy (Washington Post, C) 
Dana Milbank (Washington Post, L) 
Peggy Noonan (Wall Street Journal, C) 
Kathleen Parker (Washington Post, C) 
Ben Shapiro (National Review, C) 
George Will (Washington Post, C) 
Fareed Zakaria (Washington Post, C) 

Charles Blow (New York Times, L) 
David Brooks (New York Times, C) 
Frank Bruni (New York Times, L) 
Gail Collins (New York Times, L) 
E.J. Dionne Jr. (Washington Post, L) 
Maureen Dowd (New York Times, L) 
Christine Emba (Washington Post, L) 
Thomas Friedman (New York Times, L) 
David Frum (The Atlantic, C) 
Jonah Goldberg (National Review, C) 



How to Write a Rhetorical Précis 
 

→ After reading the article several times, annotating it, and taking notes on its key ideas, it’s time to write 
your précis. Précis is French for “specific” or “precise.” Writing a précis shows that you’ve read the text 
closely and understand its major arguments and tone or organizational shifts. A précis is a highly 
structured four-sentence paragraph that conveys both the content (the what and why) and the delivery 
(the how) of the author’s argument: 

 
First sentence: Identifies the article’s author, source, title, date (in parentheses) and uses a rhetorical verb 
(argues, asserts, claims, etc.) to introduce a that clause stating the article’s thesis. 

→ What is the topic of the article and what does the author claim about the topic? 
 
Second sentence: Conveys how the author develops, structures, and supports the thesis (this should account for 
all the most important shifts in the article, in chronological order). 

→ What kind of evidence does it use? Does it build its case by comparing and contrasting,  
 narrating, illustrating, defining, etc.? How does it shift/change as the article continues? 
 
Third sentence: Analyzes the author’s purpose (what the author wants the reader to do, believe, feel, or think 
about the topic) using an in order to statement. 
 
Fourth sentence: Describes the article’s intended audience (be sure to offer a rationale for how you know that 
is the audience) and characterizes the author’s relationships with that audience, i.e. tone. 

→ Look back at the source and think about who is likely to read this kind of news source. What kind of 
language is used in this piece and how much background does the author provide? What does the writer 
assume readers believe, know, or value?  

 
Sample Rhetorical Précis: 

→ Carl Cederström’s New York Times article “The Dangers of Happiness” (2015) argues that present-day 
politicians’ definition of happiness holds the poor responsible for their poverty. Cederström traces the 
development of happiness from Ancient Greece, where it was a result of a pleasurable life, to the 
Enlightenment and Declaration of Independence, where it became a right. He demonstrates this 
development in order to illustrate its effect: politicians now discuss happiness as an individual’s 
responsibility—one that they are under no obligation to help them obtain. Cederström addresses an 
educated liberal audience as he opens with Aristotle and the Epicureans, alludes to classical mythology, 
and ends with criticism of Jeb Bush and Paul Ryan, consistently aligning himself with his audience by 
using the royal “we” and treating the establishment with a cautious and chastising tone, instructing his 
audience to “be wary.” 

 
Then you would identify three rhetorical strategies that Leith discusses in Words Like Loaded Pistols that 
appear in Cederström’s article. Choose strategies that seem specifically related to the overall argument, not 
random ones. You must clearly identify the strategy (and what page in the book it comes from), provide the 
specific textual evidence from the article, and explain how it demonstrates the strategy. 

→ Anaphora (Leith 236): Cederström says the modern moral platitudes are “Be real, be strong, be 
productive—and most important, don’t rely on other people to achieve these goals, because your fate is, 
of course, in your own hands,” demonstrating anaphora by repeating “be” at the beginning of each 
clause.  

 
→ Focus on the rhetorical strategies listed on the WLLP Test Study Guide in the Google Drive 

folder: https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta 

https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta
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